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Spring greetings to everyone from Madison! In honor of the season and its symbolism,
I'd like to share news about three areas where ALC is growing!

 
First, Southeast Asian studies: After a highly competitive search this fall, I am delighted
to announce that we have hired the dynamic Dr. Nhu Truong, a Political Scientist, for our

Luce Foundation-funded position in Social Justice. You can read more about Dr.
Truong's fascinating research later in this newsletter. For now, I'll just note that the entire

campus is as excited about her as we are, since the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies, the Institute for Regional and International Studies, the Office of the Provost,

and the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Education all
supported her recruitment.

 
Second, Chinese literature: We have just concluded another highly competitive search
in classical Chinese literature, fielding three excellent candidates who all bridged the
gap between literary studies and daily life as well as past and present. We hope to

make a hiring recommendation to the Dean soon, allowing us to restore UW's historical
strengths in Chinese literature and culture while launching a new emphasis on that
tradition's influence on China today. Stay tuned for more updates on this exciting

development.
 

Finally, our freshest initiative: Hiring plans in Korean and Korean studies! We are
continuing to expand our Korea-related offering in preparation for the launch of our

new Korean major in 2025. We are currently searching for a Teaching Faculty member
in Korean, a search made possible by our growing enrollments in this area (fun fact:

Korean is currently the leading spoken language across higher education in this
sense).  Equally exciting, we are actively fundraising to support a new position in

Korean studies and our many enthusiastic students in Korean language and culture
alike. Please let us know if you'd like to be part of this effort!

 
Thank you for all of your support, and again, Happy Spring! May the Year of the Dragon

bring (more) joy to your life!
 

Charo D’Etcheverry-Chair



Alumni 
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My name is Joe Galligan, and I graduated from UW-Madison in 2016 with a BA in
International Studies and a Certificate in Japanese Professional Communication.

From 2018-2021 I spent three years in Japan working as an English instructor, first as
a participant in the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program and then as an

instructor at a private English school. 
Since returning to the Midwest, I have taken on the role of Outreach Coordinator at

the Consulate-General of Japan in Chicago, where my main responsibility is to
manage the Consulate's cultural outreach program. This often involves working with
local schools, community groups, and businesses to arrange educational programs
and activities that introduce Japan and Japanese culture. I also help with various
Japan-related events, assist with the recruiting process for the JET Program, and

answer general inquiries about traveling, living, and working in Japan. 
The best part of my job is getting to connect with so many people through
Japanese culture, whether they are elementary school students, culinary

professionals, or members of Japan-related organizations in the Chicago area and
throughout the Midwest. When I first came to Chicago, I was surprised at how many

opportunities there were for me to stay connected with Japan and Japanese
culture, and I'm excited to keep building up those connections and seeing where that

leads me.

The above picture features Joe, on the left, and his brother visiting the Kaminarimon
gate in Tokyo.
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The ALC department coordinates events and lectures, arranges
language tables, and hosts information sessions with

organizations across campus. For undergraduate students many
of our events cater to career conversations, alumni connections,
and information sessions on internships, study abroad, and job
opportunities. For graduate students our main emphasis is to

allow them a chance to give public research talks, gain
professional development on subjects such as: getting on the

job market, submitting articles for publications, and prepare their
CVs and other dossiers. To build a vibrant student community

that gains networking and practical skills to move beyond
campus—we strive to provide events that will offer them

personal and professional growth. 
 



Undergraduate Highlights
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Meet our Peer Tutors!



Graduate Highlights
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Fulbright Award Winners

For my Fulbright award, I was awarded the
Elementary Education "English Teaching
Assistant" award in South Korea. I am

currently here completing my orientation
and will soon move to a city called Andong-

si, the capitol of the North Gyeongsang
province. I will be teaching English at an
Elementary school there until the end of

December of this year.

I will be studying Indigenous methods of
community resiliency in the face of

climate-related disasters at Monash
University Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur. I'll be
affiliated with the university, and working

with two anthropology professors to
conduct my research. My Southeast Asian

Studies major (shoutout to Dr. Mike
Cullinane and the Center!) definitely

provided me with a solid understanding of
Malaysia and Maritime Southeast Asia, and
the Indonesian language classes (shoutout

to Bu Erlin Barnard) are what piqued my
interest in federally-funded scholarships to

study abroad! 

Aniya Schwoerer

Betty Nen



Graduate Highlights
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Fulbright Award Winners
Patty Lan

I am currently on the Open
Study/Research award for the 2023-24

academic year. I'm doing research for my
PhD project about the Global Korean

Scholarship program. I'm doing fieldwork
to understand the perspectives and

experiences of students and alumni of the
program in South Korea to better

understand how scholarship programs
serve interests of international

development and diplomacy while also
responding to domestic population issues. 

Mary Girard, also received a Fulbright Award. Mary has taken Hindi
courses in the department.

Congratulations to all of the Fulbright Winners!
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Faculty and Staff Highlights

The Department welcomes Dr. Nhu Truong, new faculty
member in Southeast Asia and Social Justice. Dr.
Truong, will join the department as a new faculty

member in Fall 2024. Dr. Truong joins recent hires in
History, Dr. Juan Fernandez, and

Anthropology/International Studies, Dr. Veronika
Kusumaryati, who joined the University of Wisconsin-

Madison as part of a grant from the Henry Luce
Foundation focused on Social Justice and Southeast
Asia and housed in the Center for Southeast Asian

Studies.

At a recent event hosted by the Center for East Asian
Studies, Professor Junko Mori delivered a lecture entitled,

“For Whom and For What Cause? The History of K-12
Japanese Language and Culture Education in Wisconsin.”

The presentation is based on her ongoing research
project that examines the development, implementation,

and legacy of the Japanese Language and Culture
Assistant Program (JALCAP), administered by Wisconsin’s

Department of Public Instruction from 1989 to 1993. This
study combines contemporary history and ethnography
to explore how the fundamental purpose and benefits of
Japanese language and culture education in Wisconsin

were envisioned differently by diverse
stakeholders.Partially autobiographical, the study is also
informed by her personal experience with this internship

program, which prompted her to move to Wisconsin from
Tokyo and eventually led her to begin her academic

career at UW-Madison.
 

Professor Mori has received a resident faculty fellowship
from the Institute for Research in the Humanities, to

continue working on this project. As a result, she will be on
research leave during the Spring 2025 semester to focus
on preparing a book manuscript that examines this little-

known aspect of Wisconsin history through the
perspectives of cultural diplomacy, linguistic capital, and

raciolinguistic dynamics.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://wisc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a99d91f50176beb77f1b7ca&id=d78593e783&e=8cbae39383__;!!Mak6IKo!LLqeIYBaqifnQijCWqjaVSeMpnrsnTVLyFEn7M42UoBQOqbl4SdnSItWn3XcGyqymWZHsT87wl79as-F9xVo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://wisc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a99d91f50176beb77f1b7ca&id=d78593e783&e=8cbae39383__;!!Mak6IKo!LLqeIYBaqifnQijCWqjaVSeMpnrsnTVLyFEn7M42UoBQOqbl4SdnSItWn3XcGyqymWZHsT87wl79as-F9xVo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://wisc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a99d91f50176beb77f1b7ca&id=3c15f37603&e=8cbae39383__;!!Mak6IKo!LLqeIYBaqifnQijCWqjaVSeMpnrsnTVLyFEn7M42UoBQOqbl4SdnSItWn3XcGyqymWZHsT87wl79ahekyE-6$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://wisc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64a99d91f50176beb77f1b7ca&id=3c15f37603&e=8cbae39383__;!!Mak6IKo!LLqeIYBaqifnQijCWqjaVSeMpnrsnTVLyFEn7M42UoBQOqbl4SdnSItWn3XcGyqymWZHsT87wl79ahekyE-6$
https://irh.wisc.edu/
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Looking for specific ways to support the department? Each
newsletter we will highlight funds that support both our

undergraduate and graduate students. 

Department Funds 

Chinese Literature: Essays Articles Reviews (CLEAR) Fund in Asian Languages
CLEAR stands for the journal "Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews" which is a

project of the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures.

Chow Tse-tsung Scholarship Fund in Chinese Studies
The purpose of the fund is to provide support in the Department of Asian Languages
and Cultures to support undergraduate and graduate students and junior scholars

or writers in the fields of Chinese language, literature and history. 

C. V. Starr Scholarship Fund
The purpose of this fund is to provide financial support to students with an interest in

China or Asia.

Paul S. Reinsch Chinese Studies Fellowship Fund
The sole purpose of this fund is to aid the Department of Asian Languages and

Cultures in its teaching, research and public service roles.      

Chinese Language and Culture Club Ambassador Fund 
The purpose of the Fund is to provide an annual award to a sophomore, junior, or

senior undergraduate involved in the Chinese Language and Culture Club (CLACC).
The scholarship recognizes students who possess a native level of proficiency in

Mandarin Chinese, with mastery developed either by having Mandarin as their first
language or having learned it at a young age, and a GPA 3.0 or above.

https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=e98c6002-c945-4afd-b890-77d143fb4a77
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Looking for specific ways to support the department? Each
newsletter we will highlight funds that support both our

undergraduate and graduate students. 

Department Funds 

Chinese Language Learners Bridge Fund
The donors to this Fund wish to assist undergraduate students who are true beginner
learners of the Chinese language by supporting the Chinese Program and creating

scholarships.

Chinese Language and Culture Club
The purpose of the Fund is to provide an annual award to a sophomore, junior, or

senior undergraduate involved in the Chinese Language and Culture Club (CLACC).
The scholarship recognizes students who possess a native level of proficiency in

Mandarin Chinese, with mastery developed either by having Mandarin as their first
language or having learned it at a young age, and a GPA 3.0 or above.

Department of Asian Languages and Cultures
The purpose of the fund is to provide general support for the Department of

Languages and Cultures of Asia.

To donate to any of the above funds, click on this link and choose the fund you
wish to donate to.  The Department of Asian Languages and Cultures appreciates

and thanks you for your support!

https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=f2d3df06-95c6-4056-b856-98d8d607709b
https://secure.supportuw.org/give/?id=2bd620cd-e8a9-4729-8175-746aa1f558b9


Save the Date

Day of the Badger, a celebration of what makes UW–Madison great, is back!
Join the philanthropic festivities today by making a gift. 

You’ll help to make the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures
stronger today for the Badgers of tomorrow.

Your gifts  will make a difference by supporting
important impact areas, such as:

• Academic experiences,
• Student scholarships,

• Faculty recruitment and retention, and
• Department resources.

Please, show your support for Asian Languages and Cultures by jumping into
Day of the Badger today.

Day of the Badger
April 16-17, 2024

dayofthebadger.org

http://dayofthebadger.org/

